The gift of chess ‘

MARK PETERMAN/ Spemal to the Star

The chess club at Rnchardson Elementary School in Lee’s Summit was born from student interest..
Fifth-grader Adam Ohver concentrated during a recent game.

Game's challenge changes students

By MARA ROSE WILLIAMS
The Kansas City Star

Caleb Brown has.changed.

Gone. is the boy who spent
most of his time alone in a class-
room -corner playing video
games in his head.

In his place is a self-assured
competitor with the confidence
to make friends. -

Chess changed him.

“Caleb has come a really long

way,” said the boy’s father, Jeff
Brown, a self-employed Lee’s
Summit businessman. “I have
seen a level of maturity in Caleb
that I don’t have words to ex-
press.”

Caleb is not unique.

In recent years, chess has
been built into the curriculum of

schools around the country,

even the world, because of its
proven abilities to improve con-
fidence, memory, concentration

and - problem-solving skills in

children. And it works for chil-
dren of just about every age and
ability.

Before learhing to play 18.
months . ago, Caleb had. few
friends. Other children shunned
this 10-year-old special educa-
tion student, who could hardly
sit still five minutes let alone fo-
cus on school work, said his
teacher, Chris Carpenter.

Carpenter, a special education
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drawing, blocks and mystery
puzzles, but it was always short-

Chess ‘was just going to be
another thing I would try,” Carpen-
‘ter sgid. “I didn’t know it would
work."

reaking through

New

knights and pawns, Carpenter said,
“Caleb asks me to playhim a game
of chess.” . e

When they're across the table

dent disdppear. The
‘two relate as equals, as’co i-
tors, as friends. Catpenter takes the
opportunity to relate chess lessons
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- ning, Carpenter tells the boy. Un-
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, chess helps students improve . . -

académic performance.
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. play,” Caleb said. “It matters hew

you -play against -the person. I-*
would play anyone, but I might be
alittle nervous playing againgt Bt
Luther. He's an adult — Missouzi’s : -
champion.” . !
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i .lo-year-old
Adam Oliver, noticed. ~ - i)
“Caleb is much better now at tell-
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off,” Adam said. “He is better .at .

he-or. any of ,us realized,”

Brown said, “I owe it all to Mr. Car- - his

‘penter and chess.”
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above 150, The other student’s IQ is
at least 60 points below that. The .
one. with the higher IQ'can't beat *
the one with the lower 1Q.” - ...
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For some of the children, chess is




